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The Institute of Medical Genetics invites applications for a PhD Position in studying

Mercury toxicokinetics in human term placenta: functional proof of involved candidate proteins

The ubiquitous heavy metal mercury is a significant neurodevelopmental toxicant. It easily crosses
the placenta and the blood-brain-barrier. Epidemiological studies indicate substantial inter-individual
differences in placental mercury transfer. However, surprisingly little is known on the mechanisms
and the genetic background underlying mercury toxicokinetics in placenta.

The position is available for 30 months. Applicants should be interested in studying placenta
toxicokinetics and in establishing an appropriate human trophoblast cell culture model. Candidates
should be experienced in cell culture and standard laboratory techniques such as immunoblotting.
Further background for isolation and cultivation of primary cells, gene knockdown, and trace element
analysis is a plus.

Deadline for application is 24.02.2012
Applications are kindly requested to submit curriculum vitae and references to Claudia Gundacker

(claudia.gundacker@meduniwien.ac.at)
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